Congress in Action

Chapter 12

The House—First Day Congress Convenes
1.  _____________________________ is the senior member of the _______________________________

2.  seating


_______________________________ to left


_______________________________ to right

3.  ___________________________ chosen by membership

4.  ______________________________ adopted

5.  ____________________________________ appointed

Senate—First Day Congress Convenes
1.  new members ____________________ – remember only _____________ of 

seats are up at a time( continuous body)


many _______________________________ are reelected

2.  committee ______________________ filled

State of the Union Address (Article 2, Section 3)
1.  once organization is complete, ____________________________ of Congress lets the _____________________________ know and ___________________ is delivered by the President to a joint session of ________________________

2.  ________________________


to report on _______________________________


recommends _______________________________


lays out __________________________________

Presiding Officers
1.  ________________________________(Article 1, section 2, clause 5)


leader of the ______________________________


______________________________ over sessions


_________________________________ members to ______________

cannot speak until recognized


_____________________________________ rules


___________________________ bill to ________________________


_______________________ on points of _______________________


puts questions to a ___________________________________


______________________________________ committee members


signs ________________________________________


______________________________________ – a tie defeats a measure

2.  _____________________________________ (Article 1, section 3, clause 4)


fill by _________________________________________


___________________________ powers of ____________________

 except cannot participate in __________________________

3.  _______________________________________


__________________________ in absence of President of the Senate


__________________________ by Senate


member of the _________________________________________

Floor Leader

1.  party __________________________


closed meeting of ________________________ of each _____________



in each house


___________________________ just before ____________________ 

convenes


deal with_____________________________, select floor leaders, and 

discuss _____________________________________

2.  _____________________ and __________________ leaders (both houses)


picked by ________________________________

are ______________________________ – carry out the decisions of 

caucus


chief _____________________________ in their chamber


steer _________________________________to party’s benefit

3.  majority and minority __________________________ (both houses)


help ________________________________________


keep ____________________ on vote _______________________


serve as liaison between party _________________________ and



party ________________________

Committee Chairman
1.  chosen by _______________________________________

2.  decide


when _________________________ will meet


which _________________________ will be heard


if hearings will be ________________________________________


what ______________________________ will be called

Types of Committees
1.  __________________________________ (p. 340-1)


__________________________________ committees


20 in House; 16 in Senate


_________________________ of members _____________________

 from 10-75 in ______________________ and 14-28 in 

________________________


________________________________ serve on 1 or 2 major committees


________________________________ on 3 or 4 major committees


__________________________ are chosen according to ____________


___________________________ referred to proper committees by 

_____________________________ or _____________________


_____________________ party holds the most ___________________

 on a committee


members _____________________ by _____________________ but 

this merely ___________________________ what was decided by 

the ________________________________


committees are divided into ______________________________: 99 in 

House and 70 in Senate


____________________________________ Committee most powerful 

as it _______________________________ bills to appear on the 

______________________________ for consideration


in ________________________, majority _______________________

 decides which ____________________ appear on floor

2.  _____________________________


special group set up for a ______________________________ and a 

___________________________________


unusually ___________________________ in nature – remember 

_______________________________________

3.  ____________________________ 


has members from ________________________________________


some are _________________________ and issue _________________

 to both houses


some are ______________________ and some are ________________

4.  ____________________________________


_____________________________ committee designed to __________

 differences between the ________________________ and 

____________________________ versions of the same ________

How A Bill Becomes A Law – House 
1.  _______________________ – a proposed law

2.  types


a.  _____________________________ – measures that apply to the 

_____________________________ nation ie taxes


b.  ____________________________________ – measure that apply to 

certain ____________________________


c.  ___________________________________ – measure relating to the 

________________________________________ of Congress

and concern only one house


d.  _______________________________ resolution – must be passed by 

_____________________________ and approved by the 

President ie appropriate money


e.  _____________________________________ resolution – passes by 

both houses; used to express ______________________________



or ______________________________; does not have the force 

of law


f.  _________________________ – provision ____________________

 to another _________________ because it probably wouldn’t pass 

on its own

3.  referred to _____________________________________


bill is placed in ___________________________


Clerk of House __________________________________ bill


bill is entered into the _________________________________ and 

_____________________________________


this is the ________________________________________


bill is _______________________________________ to members


bill is ______________________________________ by Speaker to 

appropriate ___________________________

4.  ______________________ stage


very _____________________ bills ___________________ this stage


hold ___________________________ in committee or subcommittee


may _________________________________ it to floor


may ___________________________ it


may _________________________________________ it


may make a _________________________ one


may __________________________________ it – dies in committee 

though a __________________________________ can force it to 

the floor

5.  _____________________________________


after making it through committee, the bill is placed on a calendar


__________________________________ – for bills dealing with 

________________________, ________________________, 

government property


____________________________ – for all __________________ bills


____________________________ – for all private bills

____________________________ – for bills taken out of order


______________________________ – for petition to discharge bills 

from committee

6.  _________________________ Committee approves taking bill ___________ calendar and sets up time for its __________________________ on the floor – bill can die here

7.  _____________________________


bill gets its ___________________________________


general _____________________ occurs – strict _________________

 govern debate


______________________________ on


_______________ may act as a ________________________________ 

to _____________ part of the procedure and _________________ 

things up; this is used for important bills and requires a 

_________________ (218 members)

8.  voting


_____________________________– aye or nay


________________________________ – stand up to be counted


______________________________ – walk down aisle and count (rarely

 used today because of _________________________________


______________________________ – call each individual for vote

_________________________________ – used today the most

9.  final steps


if approved at the ________________________ reading, bill is printed 

(___________________________________)


read for ______________________________ time


final ___________________________

How A Bill Becomes A Law – Senate 
1.  introduction by ______________________________________


given a _________________________ and ______________________


read ____________________________


referred to ______________________________

2.  committee


same as in ___________________________________


only one _____________________________________


bills called to floor by _____________________________________

3.  ____________________________


unlimited


__________________________ – Senator may only speak twice on same 

piece of legislation


______________________________ – attempt to talk a bill to death by 

monopolizing floor until Senate drops bill


________________________ – procedure limits a Senator’s speech to one 

hour hard to get


____________________ (60) must vote for it

4.  vote

How A Bill Becomes A Law – Final Stages
1.  __________________________________________


irons out ______________________ in the two versions of the bill


bill submitted to ___________________ houses for approval


may not be ___________________________ at this stage


goes to ___________________________

2.  Presidential action


may ___________________________


may ___________________________


___________________________ – may keep it for 10 days and do nothing



if Congress in _____________________, automatically becomes law



if Congress _________________________, automatically vetoed


_______________________________ – gives President power to 

_______________________ parts of bill without vetoing the whole 

bill


___________________________________________________


Supreme Court ruled line item veto _________________________
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