The Electoral Process

Chapter 7

The Nomination Process
1.  __________________________-- naming those who will seek ______________ in the general election.

2.  self announcement


simply ________________________ you wish to run


usually used at the __________________________ level


another way to do this is the ________________________________ 



procedure

3.  ___________________________


meeting of a ________________________ of like minded people to select



the _____________________________ they will support in the 



upcoming __________________________


1st used in the mid 1790s


originally a private meeting of the ___________________________ and



__________________________ of a party


evolved into a ___________________________________ (state level)



and ________________________________________ (federal level)


died out because ________________________________ in early 1820s



though it may be used at the local level

4.  convention


replaced ___________________________


first one held by the _____________________________ in 1831


all major party ______________________________ chosen by convention



ever since


______________________________ selected at local level for convention


in theory, the will of the people is passed up through each level


party _____________________________ able to control at the local level


replaced by ____________________________________

5.  direct primaries


election within the ____________________________ to pick a candidate


1st adopted in 1903 (Wisconsin)


primaries are regulated by ____________________________________


_____________________________



only __________________________ party members can vote



prevents ____________________________ and makes candidates




responsible to the ______________________________



but it compromises __________________________ and excludes




________________________ voters


____________________________________



any qualified _________________________ may participate



protects ____________________________ of the ballot and




allows __________________________________ to vote



but permits ___________________________________ and 




undercuts party loyalty


__________________________________________



places all candidates for all ______________________________ on




the ballot and the ________________________ may vote




office by office



Supreme Court ruled unconstitutional in ________________________


________________________________________



a second __________________________ in which two candidates who 

won the most votes run against each other



used when no candidates receives a clear _____________________



nonpartisan primary



election in which candidates are not identified by ________________




label


presidential primary



process of choosing a state party’s __________________________ to




the national convention

6.  ___________________________


candidates are nominated by petitions signed by a certain number of



_____________________________ voters


most widely used at the _____________________________

Administration of Elections
1.  regulated by __________________________________ and state law

2.  federal control


_____________________ has the power to fix the time, place, and manner 

of holding _____________________________________


Congress also set the time for choosing _____________________________

 and ________________________________ electoral votes


date--first Tuesday following the first Monday in November



most states use the same time



Congress requires the use of the _________________________________


_________________________________--strong candidates often pull 

voters to other candidates on the party’s _____________________


_____________________________ – vote without going to polling place on 

election day

Precincts and Polling Places
1.  ___________________________--voting districts of 500 to 1,000 people

2.  ________________________________--where voters of the precinct cast their ballots

3.  __________________________________________ determines when polls are open and closed.

Ballot
1.  _____________________________ ballot is used by each state

2.  used to vote by _________________________________--problem: intimidation, vote buying

3.  ____________________________________


first used in Australia in 1856


secret ballot given only at ____________________, lists candidates, printed 

at ____________________________ expense

4.  office group ballot


aka ___________________________________________


candidates are grouped by ______________________________

5.  ___________________________________________


aka Indiana ballot


candidates listed by _______________________________________


encourages ________________________________________ voting

6.  _________________________ ballots are usually available before the election

Voting Machines
1.  first patent given to _____________________________________ in 1892

2.  electronic voting (1960s)


____________________________________ counted by computer or

special ink counted by ________________________________ or


___________________________________________

3.  vote by ___________________________________


allow voters to vote by mail like ___________________________________


mostly used at ________________________________ level


Oregon uses this--since 1998


critics are afraid of ___________________________


increases voter turnout

4.  ____________________________________________


aka e-voting


voting via _________________________________


supporters believe it will increase voter turnout


critics cite ______________________________, hackers, virus, etc.

5.  when casting ballot you are not voting for ____________________________ but a slate of _____________________________________

6.  number of __________________________________ votes equals the number of ___________________________ plus number of _______________________

7.  need _________________________ out of __________________ electoral votes to win the election

8.  candidates can ___________________________ the election by winning only ___________________________ states

Sources of Funding
1.  small ______________________________________


gives modest amounts occasionally--______________________________

2.  wealthier contributor


makes ____________________________ donations

3.  candidates themselves

4.  PAC (_______________________________________________)


__________________________ arm of special interest groups

5.  _____________________________________ organizations formed only to raise ___________________________ ie committee to re-elect

6.  public ______________________________ from the federal and/or state treasuries

7.  why people give


because they _____________________________ in the party or candidate


because they want ______________________________ to the government


because they want an ________________________________________


because they want certain ______________________ passed or 

____________________________promoted

Regulating Campaign Finance 
1.  1st began to regulate in 1907

2.  ____________________________________--set up in 1974


administers all federal law dealing with ___________________________

 finance


an ______________________________________ in the executive branch


requires the ____________________________ of campaign finance data


places _____________________________ on campaign contributions


places limits on campaign ____________________________________


provides ________________________________ for presidential elections

3.  disclosure


any contribution of __________________________________ or more must 

be identified by _____________________________ and date


any ___________________________________ of $200 or more must be 

identified by ________________________________ and date


______________________________ or more must be reported within 48 

hours of receipt to the ___________________________________


any amount of ______________________________ or more received in the 

last ___________________ days of the election must be reported to 

the FEC within 48 hours

4.  limits (federal elections only)


no _______________________ may give more than _________________ 

to a candidate in primary


no person may give more than $2,300 to a candidates 

_________________________________ campaign


nor person may give more than __________________________ to a PAC


no person may give more than ______________________________ to the 

______________________________ Committee


corporations/labor unions may not contribute--their PACs do


an individual’s contribution to federal candidates/committees may not 

exceed ________________________ per election cycle (2 yrs)

5.  PAC contributions


political arm of __________________________________


try to influence government


clout comes from ability to ______________________________ and their 

willingness to ________________________ it to their friends


__________________________ PACs registered with FEC


no PAC can give more than ______________________ to any one candidate


no PAC can give more than _____________________ per election cycle 

(primary and general)


PACs may give to as many candidates as they wish


PACs can also give up to ______________________ per year to a political 

party

6.  Buckley v. Valeo 1976

Supreme Court struck down several spending _______________________ 

set by FEC as violating ____________________________ rights since 
“money is _____________________” in politics




a.  threw out ___________________________ campaign 

__________________________________ by 

candidates running for seats in House/Senate




b.  threw out _______________________ on how much of their 

____________________________ money a candidate 

can spend




c.  threw out provision limiting _______________________ 




spent on behalf of a candidate to ___________________

without ________________________________

permission

7.  Revenue Act of 1971


set up ______________________________________________________


__________________ on income tax return or $6 on joint return


preconvention



to be eligible for funds, candidates must raise __________________

in  _______________________ lots from ________________ states with individual donations of no more than _____________



FEC will _______________________ the first _______________ of 

each individual contribution up to ____________________ of 

the overall limit on ___________________________ spending


national convention



parties may apply for grants to pay for expense of ________________


presidential campaigns



minor parties must win ______________ of vote to qualify for public 

subsidy



major parties automatically qualify--limits spending to amount 

of subsidy

Loopholes in the Law
1.  __________________________________


those contributions made to ___________________ organizations for voter 



registration, party 
mailings, and ads

________________________ the limits placed on hard money (money 

subject to _______________________ regulation)

2.  independent campaign spending


independent ___________________________ not affiliated with a party 

may spend as much as it chooses either for or against a candidate

3.  ________________________________________


don’t mention either candidate but address __________________________

 like Social Security--not covered by disclosure requirements

4.  Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act 2002 aka _____________________________


bans ______________________________ contributions to political parties


temporary organizations spring up to handle soft money contributions
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